Nashville Highlights
Nashville Convention and Visitors Bureau:  Looking for things to do in Nashville? Here is where you can find out about some of the upcoming events happening in the next few months.  And, of course, Nashville would not be Music City without all the live music. NCVB lists all the major concerts and live music events coming up in town. Or just browse through their events calendar so you can see everything that will be going on during your time in Music City.  1-800-657-6910 or www.visitmusiccity.com  
Grand Ole Opry:  The world’s longest running live radio show, the Grand Ole Opry takes the excitement of a live audience and an incredible mix of talent to the world, broadcasting live over 650 WSM AM and the Opry website.  Fridays and Saturdays @ 7:00 pm. 1-800-733-6779 or www.opry.com
General Jackson Showboat:  The greatest entertainment afloat is aboard the General Jackson.  Casual mid-day cruises feature Nashville’s best daytime country music show, a delicious lunch and 2 1/2 hour cruise on the Cumberland River.  Elegant evening cruises offer a three-course dinner, 3-hour cruise and a variety of shows throughout the year.  615-871-6100 or www.generaljackson.com
Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum:  Rediscover the music you love at the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum.  This scrapbook of country music’s roots comes to life with legendary instruments, unique lyric sheets, memorabilia of classic and contemporary artists and much more.  Museum admission includes exhibits featuring Marty Robbins, the Williams family, Kitty Wells and much more.  Daily 9:00 am - 5:00 pm.  615-416-2001 or www.countrymusichalloffame.com
The Hermitage:  Experience an American adventure at the home of our nation’s 7th President, Andrew Jackson.  Guides in period costume welcome guests to this grand 1837 mansion.  Explore the 19th century garden, Jackson’s tomb, Hermitage church, slave cabins and more.  Daily 8:30 am to 5:00 pm.  615-889-2941 or www.thehermitage.com
Ryman Auditorium:  A National Historic Landmark and former home of the Grand Ole Opry has served as the cornerstone of Music City’s entertainment tradition for over a century.  By day, you can walk through the Ryman’s halls filled with fascinating memorabilia from its storied past, take a guided backstage tour, or cut a CD in the new Ryman Recording Studio.  In the evening, you can return for one of the many concerts scheduled year-round.  Daily 9:00 am – 4:00 pm.  615-458-8700 or www.ryman.com
Frist Center for the Visual Arts:  The Frist Center is a world-class art center dedicated to presenting exciting and inspiring visual art from the US and abroad.  From old masters to creativity’s newest wave, the Frist offers an ever-changing celebration of the world’s greatest art.  A full array of programs, including lectures, film, music and family days, can be found here.  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 10:00 am – 5:30 pm; Thursday and Friday: 10:00 am – 9:00 pm; Saturday: 10:00 am – 5:30 pm; Sunday: 1:00 pm – 5:30 pm.  615-244-3340 or www.fristcenter.org
Nashville Zoo:  Nashville Zoo will transport you to the African Plains, the Cajun Bayou, even to the bamboo trails of Asia.  You can see red river hogs, Masai giraffes, Bengal tigers, alligators, African wild dogs and many other animals from all over the world.  Daily 9:00 am – 6:00 pm.  615-833-1534 or www.nashvillezoo.org
Belle Meade Plantation:  Belle Meade, meaning Beautiful Meadow, was once a 5,400-acre world-renowned Thoroughbred horse nursery and is today a 30-acre historic site that offers visitors the chance to experience what life was like in the 1800s.  Period costumed interpreters conduct one-hour tours of the 1853 Greek Revival Mansion.  As you make your way through the two stories of the beautifully furnished and preserved home, you will hear tales of the families that resided at Belle Meade as well as the story of how both Nashville and the South evolved.  Mon – Sat 9:00 am – 5:00 pm; Sun 11:00 am – 5:00 pm.  1-800-270-3991 or www.bellemeadeplantation.com
Cheekwood Botanical Garden and Museum of Art:  Cheekwood is a historic property with permanent art collections, traveling exhibitions, and outdoor children’s exhibitions in the summer and fall.  The museum is in a restored neo-Georgian mansion with world-class collections of American and contemporary painting and sculpture, English and American decorative arts.  The 55-acre estate includes 11 botanical gardens, a walking sculpture trail, and educational programs for children and adults.  Tue – Sat 9:30 am – 4:30 pm; Sun 11:00 am – 4:30 pm.  615-356-8000 or www.cheekwood.org
Tennessee State Museum:  The Tennessee State Museum is one of the largest state museums in the nation with more than 60,000 square feet of permanent exhibits and a 10,000 square foot exhibition hall for traveling exhibits.  The museum’s exhibits begin 15,000 years ago and continue through the early 1900’s, interpreting Tennessee’s history during the Prehistoric, Frontier, Age of Jackson, Antebellum, Civil War, and Reconstruction periods.  Tue – Sat 10:00 am – 5:00 pm; Sun 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm.  1-800-407-4324 or www.tnmuseum.org
Adventure Science Center:  Find yourself transported into an amazing, original, scientific adventure where you can explore a 10-foot beating heart, engage in “Body Battles” plus other exciting, interactive exhibits and displays.  Also includes the Sudekum Planetarium.  Mon – Sat 10:00 am – 5:00 pm; Sun 12:30 – 5:30 pm.  615-862-5160 or www.adventuresci.com
Nashville Symphony:  For the 2010/2011 Season calendar, call 615-687-6400 or visit www.nashvillesymphony.org  
