OPERATION STAND DOWN NASHVILLE
The military term “stand down” describes the movement of soldiers in combat to a safe place.  Through this concept Operation Stand Down was born. 
It began in 1993 as a coalition of over 50 community organizations coming together for an annual 3 day event to provide outreach, information, and social services to the Nashville area’s homeless veterans.  In 1996, OSD became a non-profit agency, and in 1999, it went full time to provide a variety of services for homeless veterans year round.  
Operation Stand Down Nashville, Inc is the primary nonprofit resource for veterans in Middle Tennessee, providing life changing social services including transitional housing or referrals, employment readiness training and placement assistance, and coordination of the activities of other agencies in the delivery of such services. 
OSDN is the only VA approved and supported Veteran Service Center in Tennessee, serving honorably discharged veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces, with an emphasis on veterans who are homeless, with an ultimate goal of giving veterans in need the tools to rejoin their community as productive, responsible citizens. 
The most recent homeless count, conducted by the city of Nashville in January 2009, found 2,157 homeless people in Davidson County. The count did not include the homeless veterans in surrounding counties who also come to OSDN for services.  With approximately 30% of the area’s homeless being veterans, at least 647 veterans are homeless in Nashville/Davidson County, with more in the surrounding counties, on any particular night. 
No veteran should be homeless and no veteran who wants to work should be jobless. No veteran should ever feel hopeless. Thanks to the caring support of many government and community partners, OSDN successfully aids area veterans in restoring their lives. 
True success comes when a veteran in need moves on to a renewed life within the community and that is why OSDN exists.
OSDN has a full time service center, located at 1125 12th Avenue South, which offers veterans assistance with obtaining social security cards, birth certificates, and state ID cards.  It also offers access to phones, fax, and computers; mail delivery; bank services; and a full range of employment services to include job training, resume writing, job search assistance, and other support such as interview clothing and bus passes.  

In addition, OSDN operates 7 transitional houses (2 of which are for women veterans) to provide a structured program for male and female homeless veterans who have successfully completed a substance abuse program.  This program is designed to assist them through the 12-step NA/AA Recovery Program in their return to responsible living.  

WVA Chapter 20 Commander Mary Ross is the Deputy Executive Director of OSDN, while Chapter 20 member Jean Daugherty and Associate member Frieda Beougher are both full time employees of OSDN.  Chapter 20 Sgt-At-Arms Kathy Bell serves on the volunteer Board of Directors.  As you can see, women veterans are helping to guide the path of this outstanding organization and the good works that it does within the local veteran community.  
OSDN continues to have the annual Stand Down event each fall in Nashville.  At the 2009 event, 426 veterans, including 23 women, were served.  This was by far the largest number of veterans to have participated in the Nashville event.  Over 130 community service agencies, veteran service organizations, and local businesses took part.  These veterans had the opportunity to eat hot meals and sleep peacefully, to get haircuts, to receive medical screenings and get flu shots, to receive legal advice, to fill out claims for veteran’s benefits and social security benefits, to attend 12 step meetings, to get new clothes and a winter coat, to read books and play games, to watch movies and hear live music, to visit with fellow veterans and volunteers, and most importantly – to get a break from their normal day on the street. 

Some interesting statistics and information from the 17th Annual Operation Stand Down event:

· 193+ veterans received employment tips, counseling, and made appointments at the OSDN Office or a TN Career Center for further assistance 
· 211 veterans received a wide range of medical services with follow-up appointments at the VA Medical Center as needed 

· 5 veterans were transported to the VA Medical Center for emergency medical treatment
· 250+ veterans received VA Benefits Counseling - 32 new claims were filed 

· 410 veterans received legal assistance with various issues such as driver's license and divorces  

· 225+ veterans received new clothes and a winter coat Sunday morning 

· 426 veterans received new socks, underwear, t-shirts and a carry-on bag with other goodies 

· Everyone had an opportunity to visit 48 social services agencies for information and services 

· 728 caring volunteers served meals, registered veterans, provided security, passed out clothes, gave haircuts, provided administrative assistance, provided legal reviews and medical exams, conducted meetings, played games, helped set up, talked with the veterans, cleaned up, and everything in between! 

As a non-profit organization, donations to OSDN are tax deductible and you can help OSDN aid veterans in rejoining the community as contributing citizens. Every dollar, every job, every day of shelter, every article of clothing or other personal item, and every volunteer hour counts. 
OSDN’s Needs: 
· Monetary Donations 
· House Sponsorships 
· Personal Care Items 
· Good quality clothing for men and women
· Jobs for Veterans 
· Volunteers 
You can donate financially to Operation Stand Down Nashville Inc. online at www.osdnashville.org using Giving Matters, or by sending your donation check to:

Operation Stand Down Nashville, Inc. 
Attention: Executive Officer
1125 12th Avenue South
Nashville, TN  37203-4709
For more information:
Operation Stand Down Nashville, Inc.

1125 12th Avenue South
Nashville, TN 37203-4709 
Phone: 615-248-1981 
Fax: 615-248-1987
www.osdnashville.org 
